CHAPTER VIII
SOME PROBLEMS OF THE PEOPLE

THE COUNTRY PEOPLE

To have a bowing acquaintance with the daily life of
these 353 millions, is an essential for any intelligent visitor
and student. It must be realized, as already remarked,
that India is primarily a country of agriculturists and in
many parts of peasant proprietors, 90 per cent live in the
villages and over 70 per cent are actual cultivators. The
general rule of India is that land belongs to the Crown, and
that rent is payable to the Crown, and is the basic source of
public revenue. In British India alone there are over half
a million villages. In many cases the villagers, the land-
owners and their labourers, live in villages rather than on
farms, since centuries of rapine, invaders and marauding
bands have compelled them to do so for protection. It
has been related how the constant decay of rule after rule,
and the constant come-and-go of invaders or the armies of
quarrelling kings, was the routine of centuries. To this day
in Khandeish, in the Deccan and any great area within the
come-and-go of armies, the villages have bastioned walls of
mud and stone, while the lofty fortresses, whether govern-
mental or the adulterine castles of the barons, crown every
hill which could boast a spring or support a tank.

India being unfortunately a land as a whole of little or
only seasonal moisture, the yeoman peasant and the small-
holder gets even less from the soil for his year's work than
elsewhere. It has already been explained that the races
and classes are many, and how they came to be so has also
been outlined, and how important these matters are, far
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